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English-Hope For Today
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10:15pm Fri
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7:45UTC Sun
7:45UTC Sun

Bible Voice #2 Middle East

9.470khz 1800UTC Sat

Radio Africa

West Africa

KTWR-Guam S E Asia
KTWR-Guam S E Asia

Samara, Russia
WWCR Africa

15.825 19:30UTC Tue

Amharic “Telling News of Hope by Radio”
TWR - Johannesburg Ethiopia

7215khz

6:30pm Sun

Oromo “Voice of Hope”
Hindi - “Light of Hope” TWR - CIS

7215khz
9445khz

6:30pm Tue
8:00pm M-F

9910khz

7:45pm Mon

800khz

7:15pm Sa t

1260khz

6:10pm Tue

Mandarin Chinese - “New Hope”
KTWR -Guam Asia
Spanish - “Secure Hope”
TWR-Bonaire Latin & South America
ALAS Satellite Network
Santo Domingo Dominican Rep.

India

“I Hope in Thy word.” Psalm 119:81

18. Ask the Father to bless our Albanian ministry partner, Radio 7. Pray that the messages from Romans will bring many listeners to a deeper understanding of righteousness by
faith.

We Believe
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

There is only One True Holy God
The Bible is the Self-revelation of God to mankind
The Triune God is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born of the Virgin Mary
The Holy Spirit was sent at Pentecost
The Church is composed of all who truly repent of sins
The Christian Life is total commitment to the Lordship of Christ
There is a personal Devil who is the arch-enemy of God
There will be a bodily return of Jesus Christ
There will be the final Judgment
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19. Rejoice in the many indigenous Bible Schools and training centers for Christian
workers and leaders. Pray for effective training in evangelism, discipleship, and pastoral
ministry.
20. Pray Holy Spirit anointing on our English, “Hope for Today” programs
heard ‘round the world. Thank Him for the letter responses received from more
than180 countries.
21. Bless God for our Hindi language programs to India. Ask God to bless the
team who produce the program, provide follow-up and offer Bible Correspondence
courses.
22. Ask God to continue demonstrating His sovereign control of world affairs.
Praise Him for working out His plan in spite of the opposition from ungodly men
and demonic spirits.
23. Rejoice in God’s revelation of Himself through the Word! Pray that ALL
Christians would understand the necessity of taking God at His Word and walking in obedience to His commands.
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24. Seek Spirit blessing on our new program in the Hausa language to Nigeria.
Ask God to open hearts and minds to the truth as the Gospel is proclaimed.

5
9
14
18

25. Praise Jesus for the faithful remnant that will make up His Bride! Ask God
to send a Holy Spirit initiated revival across the church.

32
29 - 31
24
31

26. Pray for those involved in Bible translation to diligently continue this
important work. Ask God to hasten the day when ALL people will have the Bible
in their “heart language.”
27. Thank God for our ministry partnerships in India, Nepal, and Ghana,
West Africa. Ask God to give us wisdom as we work together for effectiveness in
evangelism and discipleship.
28. Pray that followers of Jesus will live each day in the anticipation of His return!
Pray this awareness will energize each one to share the love of Jesus with others as God
gives opportunities.
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a non-profit corporation, proclaims the Gospel and presents the Living
Lord through the Living Word as the positive alternative to the confusion, compromise and contortion facing Christians today. HERALDS
OF HOPE, INC., Box 3, Breezewood, PA 15533-0003
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29. Bless God for the faithful Board of Directors and Staff of Heralds of Hope,
Inc. Thank Him for each one giving time, talents, and resources to make the ministry
possible.
30. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” Psalm 122:6. Understand that what happens to this city God has called His own will impact all the nations of the world.
31. Praise God for His love and forgiveness! Thank Him for His promise to forgive our sins (I John 1:9) if we come in humble repentance.
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4. Seek Spirit anointing on our Oromo and Amharic language programs to
Ethiopia. Pray the messages will clearly show how to be delivered from false religions, superstition, and fear.
5. Thank God our website makes HOPE messages available to many who cannot access the program by radio. Praise God many are finding our website at
www.heraldsofhope.org
6. Pray for a persevering spirit among those laboring in difficult fields of mission! Pray they will focus on faithfulness rather than be discouraged by the lack of
visible results.
7. Rejoice that radio reaches the illiterate and those from “oral” people groups.
Ask the Holy Spirit to anoint each listener to hear and receive the Gospel.
8. Pray for Christians in China to be steadfast in their suffering and bold in
their witness. Thank God our Mandarin language programs bring encouragement and
blessing to them.
9. Bless God for our partnership with Trans World Radio! Ask God to guide,
protect, and enable all those who serve with TWR around the world.
10. Intercede for the pastors of local congregations as they faithfully proclaim
God’s Word. Ask God to protect them from the rampant, spiritual error of our day
and enable them to boldly speak the truth in love.
11. Praise God for the light of the Gospel shining into southern Africa! Thank
Him that our programs from Swaziland bring HOPE and encouragement to those
experiencing poverty, civil unrest, political instability and war.
12. Seek the anointing of the Holy Spirit for Bro. J. Mark Horst preparing messages for the radio programs. Ask God to protect his mind and spirit from deception and to make the teaching of the Word accurate and applicable.
13. Rejoice in the unshakeable security we have in Jesus Christ! Pray that Latin
American listeners to our Spanish broadcast, “Secure Hope,” will find that security in
a personal relationship with Jesus.
14. Pray for Christian relief workers around the world shar ing tangible expressions of God’s love. Pray for those receiving assistance to understand that it is given
in the name of Jesus.
15. Thank God radio reaches many prisoners! Pray for many who are lonely, forgotten,
and discouraged to find inner freedom and a renewed HOPE through the radio broadcasts.
16. Pray God’s power and wisdom for the team producing our Guarani language programs in Paraguay. Thank Him for the new churches being planted in Guarani villages by
Guarani Believers!
17. Bless God for the simplicity of the plan of salvation. Ask Him to open the understanding of all who receive the booklet, “The Choice is Yours.”
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WITH
THE PRESIDENT
Generation to Generation
June 2nd, 1968 was the air date of the very first radio broadcast ever
produced by Heralds of Hope, Inc. Since we use that date as our beginning point, from June 2nd, 2008 through June 2nd, 2009, we are celebrating 40 years of ministry! We invite you to join us in praising God
for His faithfulness.
As many of you know, the ministry was begun by Dr. and Mrs. J. Otis
Yoder. For many years he was the Bible teacher for our radio programs
and the author of many of our printed materials. His wife, Isabelle,
affectionately known as, “Mrs. JOY,” was the editor and a frequent
contributor to this annual volume of the HOPE HERALD.
For our 40th Anniversary celebration we chose the theme,
“Generation to Generation.” We believe this theme expresses the goal
the Yoders had in mind as they began the ministry. It also expresses the
goal of the current leadership. It is our desire to faithfully pass on to the
next generation what we have received from the Yoders, namely, an
unshakeable confidence in, and a conscientious obedience to, the Word
of God!
Anniversaries are significant times in our experience of living. It is
appropriate for us to reflect on what God has done in the past, to
acknowledge His work in the present and to anticipate what He will do
in the future.
We know that, in the past, many have been blessed by the ministry of
this little booklet, the HOPE HERALD. It is our hope and prayer that
the current volume you hold in your hand will continue to be that channel of blessing. And we anticipate future volumes that will enlighten
your understanding and help you be a more faithful follower of Jesus.
In July of 2003, our beloved founder, Dr. J. Otis Yoder, went home
to be with the Lord. His wife, Isabelle, is still living and at the time
of this writing is 91 years young! While Dr. Yoder is gone, and Mrs.
3

JOY is no longer active in the daily ministry of Heralds of Hope,
Inc., their legacy is evident in many ways.
This occasion of our 40th Anniversary is an appropriate time to
remind our readers of the passing generation represented by the
Yoders. While we can never forget their vision, faith, and dedication
that birthed this ministry, there comes a time for a clear point of transition. That time is now.
This volume of the HOPE HERALD will contain a majority of
material authored by the late Dr. Yoder. But in subsequent issues you
will notice a decrease in the use of his material. That is part of the
transition from generation to generation.
As a reminder of the importance of this transition this HOPE HERALD features sermons from Dr. Yoder’s series titled, “Back to
Basics.” These messages will highlight some of the foundational
principles upon which the ministry of Heralds of Hope, Inc. is built.
We hope and pray you will be challenged to evaluate your
commitment to Jesus Christ, and dedicate yourself to faithfully
passing on His truth- “Generation to Generation.”

ing. The living mortal bodies will become immortal, never to die, and the
resurrected bodies of the dead will become incorruptible, never to die
again. God will fit us to become citizens of heaven forever.
This going of believers, the true church, the Bride, is called the
Rapture. In IIThessalonians 2:1-3, Paul explains that the coming of our
Lord gathers us together unto Him. He goes on to speak of the man of sin
who will come after the catching away. (The KJV unfortunately says
falling away which does not give the true meaning of the Greek word.)
It is a blessing to see that Paul speaks of the coming of the Lord in
every chapter of I Thessalonians, 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:17, 5:23. In 5:9 Paul
teaches that it in God’s plan for saved ones to escape the wrath of God
which shall fall on unrepentant men after the saints have been raptured.
Jesus plainly taught that no man knows when the Rapture will take’
place (Matt. 24:36,42). He said there would be indicators: false Christ,
many wars, much famine and pestilence, violence and deception (Matt.
24:4-14). He encouraged His folllowers to be watchful and prayerful
while they work. He indicated conditions on the earth would be like
Noah’s day before the flood (Matt. 24:37-39) and described it as a time of
separation (Matt. 24:40,41)
In the same discourse Jesus said that He will return to the earth amid
great signs. He will come in power and great glory with His Bride to reign
on the earth a thousand years. This is described in Revelation 19 and mentioned in other places.
In God’s order of events as He closes off the history of mankind the
saints will go to heaven in order to come with Jesus to reign.
Isabelle K. Yoder

PRAYER and PRAISE
Sincerely in HOPE of the Gospel,

HERALDS OF HOPE, INC.

4

Please unite with us in prayer with fasting
the first Monday of each month.
1. Praise God for the more than 250,000 Bibles mailed since we began Bible distribution in 1975! Ask God to protect each copy in the postal system now.
2. Intercede for our suffering brothers and sisters in Africa, Asia, the Middle
East, and Eastern Europe. Pray HOPE messages will be a means of support and
encouragement.
3. Ask God to help us use changing technology more effectively as we present the
timeless message of the Gospel. Rejoice in the way God has unveiled new ways of
electronic communication for Gospel proclamation.
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You Asked?

True Discipleship Means Mission

How will the Lord come for His saints?
There can be no doubt that Jesus will return to earth. In His first coming many Scriptures of the Old Testament were fulfilled in detail. However
some of the prophecies are only partially fulfilled or not at all. Some confusion has resulted from understanding which predictions were fulfilled,
either completely, in part, or not at all.
The amazing thing about God’s Word is that one prediction may have
more than one fulfillment: immediate, intermediate and ultimate. Some
predictions were partly fulfilled historically in a brief time, while an aspect
of that prediction may now be in process, not to be completely fulfilled
until the end time.
That Jesus will come again is not a question. He said to His disciples in
John 14: “If I go away, I will come again.” “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” “I go away, and come again unto you.”
Luke reported in Acts 1 when Jesus ascended into the clouds of heaven,
that two men appeared to his awe filled followers and said, “This same
Jesus... shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
The Holy Spirit directed the Apostle Paul in writing to the believers in
the early church to explain in some detail how the Lord will return for His
saints. Read I Thessalonians 4:13-18.
Here Paul states simply that believers who die are at rest as if asleep.
Death is not our final experience. Because Jesus also died and rose from
the grave, those believers who have died will be delivered from death by
the resurrection.
Paul describes Jesus coming for His saints, descending from heaven
with the shout of victory, the voice of the archangel and the sounding of a
trumpet. This triumphant call will bring the saints from their grave and
together with the living believers, they will meet Jesus in the clouds in the
air. In that great moment Jesus, the Bridegroom catches away His Bride
from the earth and takes her home to His Father’s house for the Marriage
Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1-10).
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put en immortality,” I Corinthians 15:51-53.
In this great discourse on the resurrection Paul by the Spirit explains the
changes which earthly bodies must experience to be ready for heavenly liv-

Acts 1:1-11
A disciple according to the definition of the word is one who is a learner. A disciple never presumes to know it all. He takes a humble position
before his teacher. He is in the position of learning. He is always open to
further instruction.
This is very interesting, especially when we think of how Jesus told
Peter in Matthew 16 that He was going to build His church. After Peter
made that supreme confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” then Jesus said, “I will build my church.”
Now the question is how will He build His church. We know from
the account of creation in the book of Genesis that God spoke things
into being, from nothing. He created light out of nothing. He created a
world out of nothing. So He could speak the church into existence and
behold there it would be.
But God has chosen to build the church through Jesus Christ another way. We may call that way by delegation. Even so He is going to use
speech. It is to be by proclamation. God has decreed that believers
should be proclaimers. The Gospel message has been brought to the
world in exactly that way, from the very beginning. Yes, God has
decreed that disciples should be proclaimers. And the message is Good
News. The mission is set forth in Acts 1:1-11.
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that
Jesus began both to do and teach
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the
apostles whom he had chosen:
3 To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for
the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
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6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.
9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;
11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.
From these verses in Acts God has laid down those FUNDAMENTALS upon which the disciples’ mission must rest. When I say disciples’ mission I refer to Christians today. I hope that you are a Christian,
a believer, a disciple, a follower of Jesus, a learner. If you are, then I
want you with me to get caught up that TRUE DISCIPLESHIP
MEANS MISSION.
THE PROOFS OF THE RESURRECTION define the first fundamental upon which our mission must rest. There can be no question
about it, the death of Jesus Christ is absolutely essential. It is referred
to in this text as His passion, the suffering He endured. There was the
suffering of the garden. There was the suffering of the trial before the
high priest and before Pilate. There was the suffering of the cross.
Probably in our wildest imaginations we can scarcely conceive what
the Saviour experienced, whether it be in the garden where He sweat as
it were drops of blood, or the mockings where the crown of thorns was
smashed upon His head and the thongs of the whip lashed upon his
back, or the cross where the nails pierced His hands and feet and the
spear His side. In our most sanctified imagination we can scarcely con6

Study Question Answers
1. Luke
2. Theophilus
3. untill Christ’s Ascension
4. Holy Ghost
5. Commandments
6. Forty days
7. Things pertaining to the kingdom of God
8. Wait for the promise of the Father
9. The Holy Spirit
10. It is not for you to know what is in the
Father’s power
11. After the Holy Ghost comes upon them
12. Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth
13. A cloud received Him out of their sight
14. Two men stood by them in white apparel
15. Jesus will return as they saw Him go up
into heaven

16. Jesus of Nazareth
17. The fore knowledge of God
18. God raised Him from the dead
19. Jesus Christ
20. David the king of Israel
21. King David’s
22. No
23. Jesus’ disciples
24. At the right hand of God
25. No
26. That God made Jesus both
Lord and Christ (saviour)
27. The angel of the Lord
28.Take the road south toward Gaza
29. No, toward a desert area
30. An Ethiopian
31. Esais the prophet (Isaiah)
32. Go near, join thyself to his chariot

33. Do you understand what you are reading?
34. How can I, except some man should
guide me?
35. Jesus
36. Jesus, the lamb of God
37. Of whom speaketh the prophet,
himself or some other man?
38. Isaiah, the same place the
Ethiopian was reading
39. Be baptized
40. That Jesus is the Son of God
41. Yes
42.The Spirit of the Lord caught him away
43. He went on his way rejoicing
44. God is no respecter of persons
45. Preached that Jesus died and
rose again for the remission of sin.
46. All nations that fear HIM and do works
of righteousness
47. By preaching Jesus Christ
48. Jesus of Nazareth
49. Peter and those who came with him
50. Third day
51. People chosen of God, His disciples
52. Preach to the people
53. Jesus Christ
54. Believe in Jesus as Saviour
55. The Holy Ghost fell on them
56. The Holy Ghost was poured
out on the Gentiles
57. They spoke with tongues and
magnified God
58. Baptism in the name of the Lord
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54. How do we receive that remission of sin? (v.43)

55. What happened to all who heard Peter’s words? (v.44)

56. What were the Jews (those who came with Peter) amazed
about? (v.45)

57. What sign did the Holy Spirit give those that heard
Peter’s words? (v.46)

58. What was given to the new believers by Peter? (v.47)
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ceive of the suffering, the passion of our Lord. But His death was absolutely essential.
Then there was the tomb in the garden nearby. The Saviour was born
to die, differently than any other man. His resurrection was also a
necessity. We are informed in this text that for forty days He showed
Himself alive to the disciples by many infallible proofs. The resurrection is supremely necessary, for if He did not rise, then our faith is vain
and we are yet in our sins.
Salvation rests on this fact. The Scripture tells us there were forty
days of evidence, forty days of teaching. Some scholars debate that He
wasn’t really dead. Some say He revived in the tomb, therefore it is not
a resurrection. Others say that when the disciples and women came to
the tomb, they mistook the tomb and came to the wrong one.
But I want to tell you, my friend, here is a fundamental upon which
our mission must rest: the infallible proofs of the resurrection. These
are historical points that cannot be pushed aside. They are irrefutable
evidence. The proofs of the resurrection are one of the fundamentals
upon which the disciple rests his mission.
THE POWER OF THE REGIMENT undergirds the disciples;
commission. I’m using this advisedly because the disciples became that
regiment to carry the banner in the march with the orders to take the
kingdom. I didn’t say to build it, I said to take the kingdom.
Jesus told them order was very important. They must take their
orders from the Captain, and He issued them. He said, “Wait for the
promise of the Father.” It’s important to get the right order of action. So
you wait for the promise of the power; “You wait for the promise of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit,” He told them.
Now it was in their minds that they were not only to take the kingdom, but they were waiting for the establishment of the kingdom, so
they raised the question with Him, “Is this the time when you’re going
to restore the kingdom again to Israel?” “Are we kingdom builders?”
And Jesus told them that only the Father knows that; for those are matters that the Father has in His authority.
“But what you will receive,” He said, “is the dynamite of the power
of the Holy Spirit.” The power of the Holy Spirit will come upon you.
You will receive that kind of power once the Holy Spirit has come upon
7

you. “And you shall be witnesses unto me.”
Let me point out to you in that powerful text the fact that here is a
point of time: after the Holy Spirit has come upon you, then you will
have the dynamite of God’s power. It is God’s timing.
There is also a point in terms. “You shall be witnesses.” My friend,
we don’t have any options. We have no other alternatives. Jesus said,
“Once you have received the power you will then be my witnesses, witnesses unto me.”
Yes, some debate the function of this power in various ways. Some
insist that the function of the power is simply to be able to speak in
ecstatic tongues. Some argue for another aspect or another. My dear
friend, let me urge you to understand that our mission must rest upon
this fundamental power of the presence of the Holy Spirit. It is an irresistible power, the dynamite of the Holy Spirit to be witnesses unto
Christ.
THE PROMISE OF THE RETURN fills the disciples’ mission
with joy. I always rejoice when I come to this part of this text in the Acts
of the Apostles. I want you to see how essential, how vital the ascension is. He went back to glory. Without the ascension the resurrection is
pointless, because had He stayed here He could not have fulfilled the
role of our intercessor at the right hand of God. I will quickly add that
without the ascension the second coming is groundless because He
would have been here. But He went back to glory.
We speak of the first advent and the second advent. The first advent
was when He came from heaven to earth in the form of a baby. The second advent is when He will come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
The ascension is vital to this.
So the return is verified because of His departure. Those two who
stood by the disciples on the Mount of Olives said, “This same Jesus
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as you have seen him go into heaven.” So it’s His departure, as He went
up. He had a delegation there to announce His return, the two men and
their declaration, was this same Jesus. So His return is verified.
Now, my friend, our mission must rest upon this fundamental
promise, the promise of His return. What an inspiration this is to us. He
is coming back!
8

43. How did the Ethiopian go from his baptism? (v.39)

Chapter 10:34-48
44. What truth did Peter understand? (v.34)
45. What did Peter do in (v.34-43)?
46. What people or nations will God approve? (v.35)
47. How was the Word of God sent to Israel? (v.36)
48. Who went about doing good and healing? (v.38)
49. Who are the witnesses of those things that Jesus did? (v.39)
50. What day after Jesus death was he raised? (v.40)

51.Who saw Jesus after His resurrection? (v.41)

52. What were these people to do? (v.42)

53. We can have remission of sin through whose name? (v.43)
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31. Where was the Ethiopian reading from? (v.28)

32. What did the Spirit tell Philip? (v.29)
33. What question did Philip ask the Ethiopian? (v.30)

34. What was the Ethiopian’s response? (v.31)
35. Whose life was taken from the earth? (v.33)

36. The Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah 53:7,8. Who was
the prophet writing about? (v. 35)

37. What was the Ethiopian’s question? (v.34)
38. Where did Philip begin his teaching about Christ? (v35)

39. What did the Ethiopian want to do? (v.36)

40. What did he need to believe to be baptized? (v.37)

41. Did Philip baptize an Ethiopian? (v.38)

42. What happened to Philip after the baptism? (v.39)
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As disciples we have a glorious mission--to declare the Good News.
In that mission we must solidly base our faith and actions on these fundamentals: the proofs of His
resurrection, the power of His regiment, and the promise of His return.
Therefore, friend, it is very important for you and me to give ourselves to Jesus Christ. It is important for us to be like clay in the potter’s hand. We must be able to say, “Have Thine own way, Lord, have
Thine own way.

Preach The Message
Acts 2:22-36
The underpinning of any Gospel message must be the suffering and
death of Jesus Christ. Without His death there would be no forgiveness
of sin. We may further add, without His resurrection we would still be
in our sins. Paul made that very clear in I Corinthians 15. The death of
Jesus Christ would then be like any other if He had not risen from the
dead.
On these two points is where many clergy are hung up. These two
points are very essential in any teaching of Christian faith. The early
church made these two events cardinal doctrines in their messages. They
found those doctrines firmly embedded in the prophets of the Old
Testament.
The Gospel never was a new idea to God. He saw its necessity
before Adam and Eve ever sinned in the garden. Peter wrote in his epistle that Jesus was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Any
true message of the Gospel will be undergirded by this truth, coupled
with the resurrection.
As I observe the recent trends in churches, many have diverted the
emphasis away from the central message of the Gospel. There is a keen
interest in other areas than the actual preaching of the Gospel message.
Many church people are quite concerned about certain areas of social
justice: slum clearance, new housing projects, refugee assistance in
other lands.
Now all of these may indeed be worthy projects. It is assumed that
this age is most seriously afflicted with those needs. In order to get support for the projects, appeal is often made to the compassion of Jesus
9

for the sick and the oppressed.
I believe we would do well to give careful attention to the method
which started the church on its mission: PREACH THE MESSAGE.
I find it articulated well in Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost in
Acts 2:22-36.
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and
signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves
also know:
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowl edge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain:
24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of
death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.
25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord
always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should
not be moved:
26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad;
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:
27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt
make me full of joy with thy countenance.
29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ,
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
10

was David referring to?

20. Who is the prophet? (v.25)

21. Whose throne will Christ sit on? (v.30)
22. Did Christ’s body decay after his death? (v.31)
23. Who were the witnesses of the resurrection? (v.32)
24. Where is the one that was crucified? (v.33)
25. Did David ascend into heaven? (v. 29,34)
26. What was all the House of Israel to know assuredly?(v.36)
Chapter 8:26-39
27. Who spoke to Philip? (v.26)
28. Where did the angel tell Philip to go this time? (v.26)

29. Was Philip to go to a place of many people? (v.26)
30. Who did Philip meet on the road? (v.27)
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9. What kind of baptism did Jesus promise? (v.5)

10. What is Jesus answer to their question? (v.7)

11. When would they receive power? (v.8)

12. Where are the four places they were to witness? (v.8)

13. What happened after He had spoken these words? (v.9)

14. As they gazed into heaven, what happened? (v.10)

15. What was the point of the message of these men? (v.11)

Chapter 2:22-36
16. Who was the man approved by God who did miracles? (v.22)

17. Who knew beforehand that Jesus would be crucified? (v.23)
18. What happened to the one who was crucified? (v.24)

19. Peter is quoting from Psalm 16:8 in verses 25-28. Who
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33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he
hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith
himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand,
35 Until I make thy foes thy foot stool.
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that
God bath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ.
To preach the true message of the Gospel I submit it must contain
those ELEMENTS Peter’s sermon contained that he preached on the
Day of Pentecost.
IT MUST EXPLAIN THE CRUCIFIXION, which is the first
foundational element to the true Gospel message. Peter was careful that
there was clear identification as to who this person is. He said, “Jesus
of Nazareth.” They all knew about Him because Peter said, “As ye
yourselves also know.” So there could be no doubt as to whom the
Apostle Peter was referring.
He further said that this man, Jesus of Nazareth, was approved of
God by miracles, signs, and wonders.” These were important
approvals. They were evidences that God had sent such a messenger.
The Apostle Peter appealed to these evidences that those who listened
to him would understand that Jesus of Nazareth was approved of God.
But I want you to further see that in explaining the crucifixion he
pointed out what had happened was actually in the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. Usually in our wrestling with this problem we have great difficulty in understanding how wicked men can
accomplish the purposes of God. Peter said, “You have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” But God had determined
beforehand that this was going to be the way the atoning sacrifice
would be accomplished for all mankind everywhere, whoever believes.
Then Peter went on to say that God raised Him up because God
loosed the pains of death. It was not possible that death should hold
Jesus. The reason is quite obvious because the Bible makes it very
clear, both in the Old and New Testaments, the soul that sinneth, it shall
11

die. We know from the Biblical record that Jesus Christ never sinned.
Therefore, He could not be held by death, because death is the wages of
sin. “The wages of sin is death,” the Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans.
So the Apostle Peter was explaining the crucifixion. It was Jesus of
Nazareth who was crucified by the foreknowledge of God, but raised
from the dead because death could not hold Him.
IT MUST EXPOUND THE RESURRECTION as the second
foundational element in the true message of the Gospel. Here the
Apostle Peter did a wonderful thing. He appealed to King David. King
David predicted the resurrection of Jesus Christ for the Apostle Peter
quoted from David’s Psalm 16. It is a wonderful Psalm. It is indeed a
Messianic Psalm. It looked forward to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Peter understood that. Peter, in explaining the resurrection, pointed out
that David the King was a prophet, that he understood he was writing
with a forward look to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The great forward look in Psalm 16 is very much like Peter’s words
In the book of Acts: “I have set the LORD always before me: because
he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad,
and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt
not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” That is
from David in Psalm 16:8-11.
Interpreting that text in his sermon, Peter said, “David could not
have been writing this about himself because, ‘He is both dead and
buried and his sepulchre,’ he said, ‘Is with us to this day.’” Fact of the
matter is, If you go to Jerusalem today you can go to a tomb of King
David.
So, Peter said, It can’t possibly be that David was referring to himself. He was a prophet and he understood that by the oath of God he
would have one to sit upon his throne, and that God would raise up the
Messiah (the word Christ in this text means Messiah) to sit on his throne.
David saw the resurrection of Jesus Christ a thousand years before it
took place. That is really wonderful, isn’t it?
Then Peter said, “We are witnesses of the resurrection.” “This Jesus
hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.” It surely was known

Dear Bible Student, please do NOT mail these lessons to Heralds of
Hope. We can NOT return them to you. Study and answer the questions. Then check your answers from page viii. The chapters and verses are in ( ).

12

25

Study Questions

The questions are taken from Acts
Chapter 1:1-11

1. Who is the author of the book of Acts? (v.1) refer to Luke 1:3.

2. This second treatise was written for whom? (v.1)

3. How far had his earlier writings gone? (v. 2)
4. Direction was given to the apostles through whom? (v.2)
5. What had Jesus given His Apostles? (v.2)
6. How long was Jesus seen after His resurrection? (v.3)

7. What had Jesus spoken of during that time? (v.3)

8. What were the disciples to do at Jerusalem? (v.4)

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR
“ACTS”
The Acts of the Apostles-a book of power and of the Acts of God.
It has sometimes been called the Acts of the Holy Spirit, working in
the lives of men.
The Holy Spirit came to indwell be1ievers in Acts 2 just as Jesus had
promised. The Spirit of God has dwelled in the hearts of those who
receive Christ as Saviour since that time.
As you study the book notice this pattern, and thank the Lord that the
Gospel has came to you, in your part of the world.
I. The Gospel begins at Jerusalem 1:1 - 2:47
1. Before Jesus’ ascension 1:1-11
2. Waiting for the Spirit 1:12-26
3. The Spirit coming at Pentecost 2:1-47

II. The Gospel spreads to Samaria and beyond 8:1-12:25
1. Philip’s message in Samaria 8:1-40
2. Saul’s conversion 9:1-31
3. Gospel goes to the Gentiles 9:32 - 12:2
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all over Jerusalem. They knew that Jesus had risen from the dead. So
the true Gospel message must expound the resurrection.
IT MUST EXPECT THE EXALTATION as the crowning element
of the true Gospel message. Peter pointed out to them that the exaltation of Jesus Christ is by the act of God, “Therefore, being by the right
hand of God exalted.” Obviously Peter is referring to the ascension. The
fact is Jesus went back to glory, went back to heaven. That act was done
by the right hand of God. This phrase, “by the right hand of God,” may
also mean “to the right hand of God.”
So when Jesus went back to glory He did exactly what He promised
the disciples He would do--He sent the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Peter
understood it that way and explained it that way: having gone back to
glory, having been exalted by the right hand of God, Jesus received the
promise of the Holy Spirit and He sent forth that which they saw and
heard.
Thiz exaltation was not only by the action of God, but also by the
anticipation of God. Again Peter quoted from David’s writings, this
time Psalm 110:1. It’s an exact quotation, “The LORD said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool.”
I want you to observe very accurately that in this prediction and this
anticipation there is a time and a termination. David said, “The Lord
said, Sit thou on my right hand until I make thy foes thy footstool.”
Very important consideration in the anticipation of the exaltation of
Jesus Christ is that time and termination.
In bringing his sermon to a close, Peter made sure they understood
the exaltation was, in fact, an actuality. No longer was it to be expected; it had now become real. So he concluded his sermon with these
momentous words in the 36th verse: “Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God has made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Exalted to the right hand of God!
Undergirding every message there must be these elements irremovably embedded: the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the exaltation of Jesus Christ. Any church or any preacher who
presumes to present the Gospel message must be committed to these
three elements of that message.
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Effective Witnessing
Acts 8:26-39
After Pentecost the fire of evangelism spread. Acts 2:47 tells us the
Lord was adding to the church daily, such as were being saved. That
must have been a tremendous experience to see people coming to the
Lord every day.
It seems in our day major denominations are daily losing members.
Others have many church-goers, but not many born-again. I’ve heard of
different people who have gone to church almost all their lives and have
never really heard the message of the Gospel. The rate of population
increase demands renewed effort in evangelism. The church’s task is
certainly more than being a “Holy Club.” Our Lord’s word is, “Ye shall
be witnesses unto me, to the uttermost. We must revitalize our witnessing ministry.
But we must ask how can we revitalize our witnessing? What constitutes EFFECTIVE WITNESSING? We find the answer in Acts
8:26-39.
26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise,
and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.
27 And he arose and went : and, behold, a man of Ethiopia,
an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had
come to Jerusalem for to worship,
28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the
prophet.
29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself
to this chariot.
30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the
prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?
31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide
me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with
him.
14

whosoever believes; God’s intention is fraternal, all believers are one
family. These are the only bases upon which we can expect to break the
barriers and go forth with the message of the Gospel.
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country

people asked what to do, Peter answered, “Repent and be baptized
everyone of you for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.” Here in this assembly he said, “Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be baptized, who have received the Holy
Ghost as well as we?”
The evidence was there. God had come to prove that His intention
was fraternal. And Peter, Praise God, was able to see that. So water was
brought and they were baptized in the Name of the Lord. They were
brought into the family of God. They became a part of the fraternal
order of the church brotherhood.
I praise God for that because right now I can tell you if you are a
believer you are my brother or my sister.
There was then the joy of fellowship. Cornelius asked Peter to stay
certain days. We imagine those days were full of fellowship and instruction: a Roman centurion and Jewish citizens! The centurion was a symbol of the iron heel of Rome. Many Jewish people living in the Holy
Land at that time chafed under Roman domination.
But God had broken down the barriers. God had intended that His
family should be a fraternal relationship. The Roman Centurion and the
Apostle Peter were together in a fellowship of Gentile and Jewish
believers. Paul wrote to the Ephesians defining God’s plan: “For he
(Jesus Christ) is our peace who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of two one new man, so making peace.”
Ephesians 2:14,15.
I remember when I was in Nigeria in 1980. I mentioned to Pastor
Okpaise, of the Christ Apostolic Church, how I rejoiced, that when I
first came to Nigeria I was received as a brother in the Lord. I said, “I
want you to know how much I appreciate that, Pastor Okpaise.” The
Pastor turned to me and smiling replied, “That’s the way it ought to be.”
Oh yes, that’s the way it ought to be, but that is not the way it always
is. God’s intention is fraternal.
From Peter’s experience, then, we can see how barriers can be broken down as we present the Gospel on these irrefutable bases: God’s
interest is universal, all are included; God’s invitation is reasonable,

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was
led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his
shearer, so opened he not his mouth:
33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who
shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.
34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of
whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other
man?
35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.
36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God.
38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and
he baptized him.
39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more:
and he went on his way rejoicing.
In order that in any given situation there can be effective witnessing,
several essential COMPONENTS must be brought into proper relationship.
THERE MUST BE THE EVIDENT CONTROL OF THE SPIRIT for effective witnessing. Here was a clear leading of God. Nothing
was left to chance. The Spirit said, “Arise, and go toward the south unto
the way that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza.” That is 65 miles southwest
of Jerusalem. The direction was absolutely clear. There could be no
question in Philip’s mind where he was to go at that precise moment.
“Arise, and go toward the south,” said the angel of the Lord, and he
went.
He had further direction when he got to the place and saw a lone
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chariot come down the road on its way back to Ethiopia. Then the Spirit
said, “Go near, and join yourself to this chariot.”
I want you to notice that the control of the Spirit leaves nothing in
doubt. Each step was absolutely clear. He was controlled step by step
so that the Spirit of God directed each detail of this experience. There
must be the evident control of the Spirit.
Now the Spirit controls in motion. Yes, the Spirit cannot direct you
or me when we are standing still. The Spirit said, “Arise, and go.” The
Spirit said, “Go near, and join yourself.” It was clearly evident in the
precise directions to Philip that the Spirit was in control.
Oh, that’s so important. Any witness experience must have this component in proper relationship. There must be the evident control of the
Spirit.
THERE MUST BE THE APPARENT COMMISSION OF A
MAN for effective witnessing. Philip the Evangelist was chosen for a
specific occasion. Earlier in the 8th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles
we find that Philip was in Samaria, north of Jerusalem. He had a great
campaign, an evangelistic campaign. The people of that city came to
know Christ because Philip preached the Gospel with power.
But Philip was also a personal worker. He was not only an evangelist to proclaim the message from the pulpit, we might say, but he was
also a personal worker. So he was chosen for a specific occasion.
Philip gave an immediate response. When the Spirit said to him,
“Arise, and go”, he arose and went. I observe from my map studies that
Philip had farther to this meeting point than the man did who was going
from Jerusalem. But they met at precisely the right junction. Philip ran
there to him. I see here a man who was really commissioned by the
Lord. He had no hesitation to follow precisely what God was putting
before him.
And there was a direct question to the Ethiopian eunuch as he was riding along. Philip listened and heard him read aloud and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”
You see, the commission of a man takes on progress bit by bit, step
by step, direction by direction. This helps us to understand there is a difference between a vision and an idea, a commission and a thought. Here

God has designed the method. We are the ones who now hold the
key to getting out the Gospel. We know that Jesus was ordained of God,
marked out beforehand. It becomes our responsibility and privilege to
witness according to the certain method He has specified.
God has emphasized a certain response. Here is where the reasonableness comes in, that whosoever believeth in Him shall receive the
remission of sins. Faith, belief qualifies one for forgiveness. The
“whosoever” opens the door, to absolutely everybody. God’s “whosoever” breaks down barriers. His invitation is reasonable.
The response is lodged with the person who hears. The focus of this
response is in Him, Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in Him shall
receive the remission of sins. I praise God for this.
Peter, standing before the Sanhedrin one day, declared, “Neither is
there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved” Acts 4:12. That is most
reasonable. God’s invitation is most reasonable because it opens the
door to whosoever will believe. That is another basis upon which we
present the Gospel.
WE MUST SHOW THAT GOD’S INTENTION IS FRATERNAL. While Peter was speaking, the gift of the Holy Spirit came. The
Holy Spirit fell on those who heard, those who were listening, those
who were paying attention. Upon them the Holy Spirit fell.
This surprised those who had come with Peter because they were of
the circumcision, and now, right in their presence the Holy Spirit was
bestowed upon the Gentiles. That the Gentiles were included was a surprise to them.
We ask, “Why should it have been?” Before you answer, try to put
yourself in their place. You must understand how God opened the door
to bring all people into the family of God, a fraternal relationship. So
the Gentiles were to be included along with the Jewish believers.
This is absolutely wonderful. I don’t know whether you are of Jewish
or Gentile background, but let it be clear to you that God’s intention is
fraternal. This is demonstrated by the gift of the Holy Spirit to these
Gentile believe
Then followed the rite of baptism. On the day of Pentecost when the
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outlook. We might say it pulled the rug out from under his prejudices,
because God told him “what God has cleansed, let no man call
unclean.”
God is no respecter. His interest is universal. God is a gracious
accepter. So in every nation anyone who comes to God in faith and
works righteousness is acceptable to God. I think that’s absolutely
wonderful.
God is a merciful provider because He saw the need of the human
family, the same no matter what background one came from. He understood there was necessity and He met it. He anointed Jesus of Nazareth
and through His cross death there is atonement for sin. He anointed
Jesus of Nazareth so the atonement of sin could be effected, so the covering of sin could be provided by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.
Peter in writing his second epistle and in the third chapter said, “The
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” II Peter 3:9.
Praise God! His interest is universal. That is a basis of the Gospel.
That will break down some barriers.
WE MUST SHOW THAT GOD’S INVITATION IS REASONABLE. Peter said God chose certain witnesses beforehand. Jesus knew
that and when He chose the disciples early in His ministry, He appointed them for a particular service. They were to be those intimate ones to
whom Jesus could relate and to whom He could come after His resurrection.
Peter said, “We ate and drank with Him after His resurrection. We
saw Him.” On one occasion Jesus invited them to handle Him and see
that He was not a spirit. He came back literally from the dead, in the
body in which He was crucified. He invited Thomas to thrust his hand
into His side, put his fingers in the nail prints.
God chose certain witnesses beforehand, and He specified a certain
method for getting this great message out. Peter said that Jesus commanded them to preach unto the people and testify that it is He which
was ordained of God to judge the quick and the dead. A proclamation,
a message, a word.

the man was apparently commissioned of God. There could be no question about that. And he followed through. He did what he was asked to
do. That is very important.
THERE MUST BE THE ABSOLUTE CENTRALITY OF THE
BIBLE for effective witnessing. Notice that the Ethiopian eunuch was
reading the Bible on his way back from Jerusalem. He had gone to
Jerusalem to worship and he was reading the Prophet Isaiah and the
53rd chapter. The Bible doesn’t inform us what particular time of the
year it may have been. Perhaps it was one of the feast days. It could
well have been he was in Jerusalem for the Day of Atonement. So on
his way going back he was reading the prophecy of Isaiah, chapter 53,
the great atonement chapter where the Prophet foresaw how Jesus
Christ would die for the people, that He would take upon Himself the
chastisement of our peace.
Evangelist Philip was familiar with this chapter. So he asked the
eunuch, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The reply was,
“How can I unless somebody guides me?” He immediately expressed
need. Here he had before him the Bible. It was a puzzle to him at the
moment. He needed somebody to open up its great truth. Philip, praise
God, started right there and preached unto him Jesus.
Well, that is what it is all about anyway. It is the centrality of the
Word. It brings scope and power to the witness that nothing else can do.
That scope and power is not available anywhere else. So while they
were going along Philip expounded unto him clearly from the Bible
what Isaiah 53 was all about. The Ethiopian responded, “Here is water,
what doth hinder me from being baptized?”
You see what the Bible will do? You see what God’s man will do?
You see what control of the Spirit will do? It will make an effective witness.
The challenge comes to us to seek in every witness occasion to have
the proper mix of these components: the control of the Spirit, the commission of the man, the centrality of the Bible. This is an inseparable
trilogy if our witnesses are to be effective. God will then bless us with
souls saved. What the Lord has done once, He can do again! Will you
go where He wants to send you?
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Breaking the Barriers
Acts 10:34-48
It was after the flood, in Genesis 11:1-8 where the record is given
that mankind was scattered by the confusion of language. Today there
are many languages. We have learned that in the country of India alone,
with six hundred million people, there are eight hundred languages and
dialects. The world’s mass of people are greatly divided by the confusion of language.
Environment has helped to create the various cultures of the people
in different parts of the world. Some scholars divide the world’s people
into the haves and the have nots on the basis of economics and standard
of living. So there are cultural and economic barriers which separate
people.
Religions have set up barriers. Certain traditional religions worship
demons as embodied in idols. Others worship ancestors. Some worship
everything in nature. They are called animists. But the Bible calls for
the worship of one true GOD. True Christianity cuts across all other
religions and creates its own culture.
Now in evangelism we are faced with the need to break down those
barriers and bridge those gaps. How to do it is a common problem in
mission. BREAKING THE BARRIERS is well demonstrated in Acts
10:34-48.
34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.
36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)
37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which
John preached;
38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged
on a tree:
40 Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly;
41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of
God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose
from the dead.
42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead.
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on
all them which heard the word.
45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles
also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.
46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered Peter,
47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the
Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
From Peter’s message we see demonstrated certain
irrefutable
BASES upon which we must present our message to break down barriers to understanding among the people.
WE MUST SHOW THAT GOD’S INTEREST IS UNIVERSAL.
You hear Peter say, “I perceive that God is no respecter of person.” The
basic word for respecter of persons is the idea of receiving a face, I
mean paying some attention to personality. God pays no attention to
personality. No one is at an advantage or disadvantage because of family or cultural background before God.
God taught Peter that when he was upon the housetop and saw a
sheet come down from heaven. That experience changed Peter’s whole
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