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KTWR -Guam Asia
Spanish - “Secure Hope”
TWR-Bonaire Latin & South America
ALAS Satellite Network
Santo Domingo Dominican Rep.

India

“I Hope in Thy word.” Psalm 119:81

We Believe
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

25. Praise the Lord for the faithful remenant that will be His Bride! Ask God to
send a Holy Spirit motivated revival across the church in our time.

There is only One True Holy God
The Bible is the Self-revelation of God to mankind
The Triune God is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was born of the Virgin Mary
The Holy Spirit was sent at Pentecost
The Church is composed of all who truly repent of sins
The Christian Life is total commitment to the Lordship of Christ
There is a personal Devil who is the arch-enemy of God
There will be a bodily return of Jesus Christ
There will be the final Judgment

26. Pray the Spirit of grace and power on our English “Hope for Today” programs heard ‘round the world. Bless God for the letter responses we have received
from more than 180 countries!
27. Thank God for the beginning of our Turkish language programs in Turkey!
Rejoice with us and the local church here in the United States that is sponsoring these
vital Gospel broadcasts.
28. Ask God’s Spirit to encourage missionaries laboring in difficult fields where
visible results are few. Pray these courageous servants will focus on faithfulness and
continue planting the seeds that others may water and harvest.
29. Bless God for our weekly Arabic broadcast in Baghdad, Iraq! Pray that God
will use this Bible teaching program to bring many Muslims to faith in Jesus Christ.

Table of Contents
With The President
Treasure of Truth - The Righteous Remnant
Stewardship - “Such as I have give I...”
Sermons from Exodus
“The Cry of the Soul”

3
5
9
10

“The Obedient Heart”

12

“Moses as God’s Man”

16

“Faith Through Difficulties”
You Asked?
Praise and Prayer

Vol. XXXII

30. Pray the Father to help us maximize the advantages of changing technology for the spread of the Gospel. Thank Him for those visiting our website at
www.heraldsofhope.org
31. Thank God for His sovereign control in world affairs! What a joy to know
that He is working out His plan for human history in spite of the opposition from
ungodly men and demonic spirits.
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We Must
HEAR From YOU!!
Have you been receiving the HOPE HERALD for several years? Please take
note of this announcement. If we have not heard from you within the past
FIVE (5) YEARS, you will be put on our “inactive” mailing list! If that happens, you will not receive your annual copy of the HOPE HERALD.
We don’t want that to happen. But to be good stewards of the resources God
has given, we must have your complete and accurate mailing address. If you
move from one location to another, please let us know as soon as possible. If
you haven’t written to us for several years, do it now, by e-mail at hope@heraldsofhope.org, or by post at PO Box 3, Breezewood, PA 15533. That way you
will not need to miss out on receiving your copy of the HOPE HERALD.

12. Pray Spirit anointing on RTM-Paraguay Staff producing our Guarani language programs. Praise Him for the Guarani villagers who are finding Christ and
establishing local congregations in their communities.
13. Bless God for the simplicity of the Gospel message! “If you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you shall be saved.”
14. Ask God to bless our Amharic and Oromo language programs to Ethiopia.
Pray the messages will bring light and life to the listeners, setting them free from fear,
superstition, and false religions.
15. Bless God for our continuing partnership with Trans World Radio! Thank
Him for this worldwide ministry that enables so many people around the world to hear
our radio programs.
16. Pray for Chinese Christians to be steadfast in suffering and bold in witness.
Thank God our Mandarin language programs can encouage them to be faithful.
17. Praise God for ministry partnerships in India, Nepal, and West Africa. Thank Him these
partnerships expand ministry and maximize available funding.
18. “Pray for our English programs airing in Bethlehem, Israel. Pray that nominal Christians,
Jews, and Muslims will find lasting hope and peace through a relationship with Jesus.
19. Bless God for the unshakeable security we have in Jesus Christ! Pray that listeners to our Spanish program, “Secure Hope,” will make that security their own.
20. Intercede for Christian workers around the world sharing tangible expressions of God’s love. Pray that those receiving assistance will understand it is motivated by a love for Jesus.
21. Praise God for those involved in Bible translation! Pray they will diligently
continue their work until ALL people have God’s Word in their ‘heart’ language.
22. Pray God’s blessing on our Hausa language programs to Nigeria! Ask God
to open the hearts of these predominately Muslim people so they can find the relationship with God they so desparately seek.
23. Bless God for the promise and power of His Word! Praise Him for the more
than 250,000 Bibles mailed out by HOH and rejoice that the Word will accomplish
what God designed it to.
24. Intercede for pastors of local congregations faithfully proclaiming God’s
Word. Ask God to give them a spirit of discernment that will enable them to alert
their people to error and teach them to love and obey the truth.
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WITH
THE PRESIDENT
Saved to Serve
The primary focus of this edition of the Hope Herald is the book of
Exodus. This book records the faithfulness of God in keeping His
covenant promises. In Genesis, God promised Abraham that his “seed
would be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them;
and they shall afflict them 400 years; And also that nation, whom they
shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with a great
substance.” The book of Exodus records that judgment and the deliverance of God’s people.
This nation, conceived in Abraham by God’s divine promise, gestationally developed and formed in Isaac, and later in Jacob and his sons,
was brought to birth in the time of Moses. He and his contemporaries
experienced the labor-pains that accompanied the birth of this unique
group of people!
The principle human character of Exodus is Moses. He was saved
from destruction by the wisdom of his godly parents and God’s obvious
intervention. By God’s design he was raised in the palace of Pharoah,
becoming aquainted with the knowledge and culture of the Egyptians.
After his failed attempt to deliver God’s people by his own strength and
initiative, he entered God’s “leadership academy” in a remote part of
the wilderness in Midian. There, after 40 years of training, he was commissioned by God to be the leader of the fledgling nation of Israel.
To sum up the life of Moses in a few words, we can say he was
“saved to serve.” This was also the goal God had in mind for these people Moses was about to lead out of Egypt. He was not delivering them
simply to make their lives easier and more comfortable. Instead, they
were being set free so they could serve the God who delivered them.
This is His goal for the life of every one of His true followers!
Observing the life of Moses, we see numerous examples of how this
calling was fleshed out. Being a leader was never an ego trip for Moses.
One time, when God threatened to put all the people to death and build
a new nation from Moses’ descendants (Exodus 32), Moses pled with
3

God not to do that. He did not want the heathen to blaspheme God’s
name. He also reminded God of His covenant promises to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. He was more concerned about God’s reputation than
his own personal gain! He knew he had been “saved to serve.”
Let me say again, this truth must be the goal of every genuine follower of God. It is this truth that motivates this ministry and this particular publication that you hold in your hands. The ministry of Heralds
of Hope, Inc. does not exist to serve itself. It exists to serve the One in
whose heart and mind it was conceived, developed, and brought to
birth. It is now in the stage of existence where it seeks to grow in both
size and influence, for the sole purpose of sharing the Gospel.
The publication you hold in your hand contains teaching from God’s
Word that is timeless and universal. For those who have been receiving
this booklet for many years, you will recognize the name and writings
of Dr. J. Otis Yoder. He and his wife, Isabelle, were the founders of this
ministry. Dr. Yoder has since gone to be with the Lord and Mrs. Yoder
is no longer involved in active ministry, but the writings which they left
to us are a valuable source of biblical teaching and encouragement. We
trust you will be blessed to read some of them.
Please take special note of the center section of this booklet. We
urge you to take time to answer the brief survey, separate it from the rest
of the booklet and mail it to us. This will help us to make this publication as valuable as possible for you. For all who complete and mail the
survey, we will send to you a free copy of Dr. Yoder’s study on
Christology, “He That Should Come.”
I close by offering a special word of THANKS to all of you who pray
regularly for this ministry! We are in a spiritual battle of epic proportions. Satan knows his time is short. Your prayers with fasting are having a powerful impact on the lives of those who are hearing the Gospel. God Bless You!
Sincerely in the HOPE of the Gospel
HERALDS OF HOPE, INC.

PRAYER and PRAISE
Please unite with us in prayer with fasting
the first Monday of each month.
1. Praise God for His marvelous gift of salvation through Jesus! Thank Him that
by grace through faith we can enter a personal relationship with the Father.
2. Pray Holy Spirit anointing on Bro. J. Mark Horst as he prepares expository
Bible-based messages for our radio programs. Ask God to give him a discerning
spirit that will reject error and forcefully proclaim the Truth.
3. Bless God for the faithful Board of Directors and Staff of Heralds of Hope,
Inc. Thank Him for each one who is using their time and skills to serve, making this
ministry possible.
4. Pray God’s provision and blessing for the Staff of Radio 7, Tirana, Albania
producing “Messages of Hope” in the Albanian language. Thank God for the many
testimonies of changed lives from these broadcasts.
5. Rejoice that God has revealed Himself to us through His Word, the Bible!
Remember Jesus’ words to you as His disciple, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” Obedience brings a great reward!
6. Intercede for our suffering Brothers and Sisters around the world. Ask God
to strengthen, encourage, and keep them faithful to Him.
7. Praise God for the reach of radio! Recent research shows that radio still reaches more people around the world than the Internet does. Pray that Gospel programming will bring many to saving faith in Jesus Christ.
8. Seek God’s blessing on our daily, Hindi language broadcasts to India.
Thank Him for the dedicated team of Believers who produce programs and
provide a variety of follow-up opportunities.
9. Thank God for prisoners coming to know Christ via the radio programs!
Praise God they have found the source of true peace and freedom, even though they
remain incarcerated.
10. Pray that followers of Jesus will live each day expecting His return! Pray this
expectation will motivate them to share the Gospel with others.
11. Bless God for Bible training centers for Christian workers and leaders!
Thank Him that many indigenous Believers are being effectively trained in evangelism, pastoral ministry, and discipleship of new Believers.
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Notes

The Righteous Remnant
The entire human family has come from two people, Adam and Eve,
both created by the direct acts of God (Genesis 1:26,27; 2:15-25). To
their sorrow, and ours, they disobeyed God and plunged the entire race
into soul depravity. Since that dread day the heart of mankind has been
bent toward evil. The serpent who deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden
has never quit his efforts to lead people astray, (Genesis 3:1-24).
Only a few years after that fateful act of the first pair, Cain, their first
son, murdered his brother, Abel, because Cain was angry at God for not
accepting his sacrifice like He did Abel’s (Genesis 4:1-15). The sorrowful path of sin was mapped out. Many people in all lands have followed that sorrowful path.
Through the centuries, though, a small remnant has followed another path, the path of righteousness. Seth, the third son of Adam and Eve,
began a family-line that called upon God in contrast to all the rest who
followed the path of sin (Genesis 4:25,26). So the two paths were
marked out--the one of sin where the most people travel, the other, the
path of righteousness, where the few, the remnant travel.
From Genesis 5:6-24 we learn that Enoch, the fifth generation from
Seth, was so close to God that God took him without dying. He was
taken 160 years before Seth died. A Righteous Remnant was begun. In
this study we shall trace the path of the Righteous Remnant to see how
they are favored by the Lord God.
Some fifteen hundred years after the sin of Eve and Adam, the people of earth had so corrupted themselves that God vowed to destroy all
flesh. In that vast multitude of people, estimated by some to have been
as great as seven billion, God found only one man, Noah, and his family, who was righteous. Of him the Bible reports, “But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord... Now Noah was a just man and perfect
in his generation, and Noah walked with God,” Genesis 6:8,9. Noah
was the seventh generation from Seth, who lived for 91 years after
Noah was born.
In the awful sinful conditions of Noah’s times God dealt with a rem-
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nant of only eight righteous persons: Noah, his wife, their three sons
and their wives. God said Noah should build a large boat, called an ark,
save his family and a pair of all animals and birds. When he had finished the boat God said, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation,” Genesis 7:1.
God dealt differently with Noah and his family than He did with all
the other people. He destroyed those others with a world-wide flood.
The flood was God’s judgment upon sinful mankind who had corrupted themselves. But Noah’s family, the Righteous Remnant, was safe
from the wrathful justice of God.
After the flood the population grew and congregated in the plain of
Shinar (Genesis 11:2). Everybody spoke the same language. God had
instructed them to spread out and fill the earth again. Instead they
planned to establish themselves, and make a name for themselves, by
building a monument to reach heaven. To keep this from happening
God confused their language so they were unable to understand one
another (Genesis 11:9).
God had other plans which we can trace in the family line of Shem,
the oldest son of Noah. Shem was the eighth generation from Seth.
From Shem’s line came Abram, the ninth generation from Shem. Again
God saw a man to whom He gave a call to come out of his country, kindred, and father’s house to a land which God would show him. Abram
was a Righteous Remnant to whom God related in an intimate way with
promises of a great nation, name, and land (Genesis 12:1-3).
When God saw the wickedness of Sodom, where Abraham’s nephew
Lot was living, He was compelled to destroy Sodom and its neighboring town Gomorrah. Before destroying those towns he came to
Abraham’s tent to tell Abraham what he was forced to do to Sodom and
Gomorrah. God said their sin was very grievous (Genesis 18:20).
Abraham asked the LORD a deep question as he prayed for the
Righteous Remnant which might be in Sodom. “Wilt thou destroy therighteous with the wicked? ...That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should
be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the

I was blessed to see that Paul speaks of the coming of the Lord in
every chapter of I Thessalonians 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:17, 5:23. In 5:9
Paul teaches that it is God’s plan for saved ones to escape the wrath of
God which shall fall on unrepentant men after the saints have been raptured.
Jesus plainly taught that no man knows when the Rapture will take
place (Matt. 24:36,42). He said there would be indicators: false christs,
many wars, much famine and pestilence, violence and deception (Matt.
24:4-14). He encouraged His followers to be watchful and prayerful
while they work. He indicated conditions on the earth would be like
Noah’s day before the flood (Matt. 24:37-39) and described it as a time
of separation (Matt. 24:40,41).
In the same discourse Jesus said that He will return to the earth amid
great signs. He will come in power and great glory with His Bride to
reign on the earth a thousand years. This is described in Revelation 19
and mentioned in other places.
In God’s order of events as He closes off the history of mankind the
saints will go to heaven in order to come with Jesus to reign.
Isabelle K. Yoder
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Lord himself shall dsecend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in, Christ shall
rise first: Then we which are alive, and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with
these words, I Thessalonians 4:13-18.
Here Paul states simply that believers who die are at rest as if asleep.
Death is not our final experience. Because Jesus also died and rose from
the grave, those believers who have died will be delivered from death
by the resurrection.
Paul describes Jesus coming for His saints, descending from heaven
with the shout of victory, the voice of the archangel and the sounding
of a trumpet. This triumphant call will bring the saints from their graves
and to the living believers, they will meet Jesus in the clouds in the air.
In that great moment Jesus, the Bridegroom catches away His Bride
from the earth and takes her home to His Father’s house for the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. (Revelation 19:1-10.)
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality,” I Corinthians
15:51-53.
In this great discourse on the resurrection Paul by the Spirit explains
the changes which earthly bodies must experience to be ready for heavenly living. The living mortal bodies will become immortal, never to
die; and the resurrected bodies of the dead will become incorruptible,
never to die again. So God will fit us to become citizens of heaven forever.
This going of believers, the true church, the Bride, is called the
Rapture. In II Thessalonians 2:1-3 Paul explains that the coming of our
Lord gathers us together unto Him. He goes on to speak of the man of
sin who will come after the catching away. (The KJV unfortunately says
falling away which does not give the true meaning of the Greek word.)

earth do right?” Genesis 18:23,25.
Abraham, pleading with God, began with fifty and finally came
down to ten. To which God replied, “I will not destroy it for ten’s sake,”
Genesis 18:32. Since there were not ten righteous in the cities the
LORD destroyed them. But even so, the LORD took Lot and his two
daughters out of Sodom before He destroyed it. By what followed in
Lot’s life can we call those rescued ones a Righteous Remnant?
The Apostles must have understood God’s Righteous Remnant principle, for in II Peter 2:7-9, Peter wrote that God delivered just Lot for
“that righteous man” was vexed by the unlawful deeds of his city. Peter
concludes that the Lord knows how to deliver the godly.
In the course of time God selected Isaac in preference to Ishmael.
He selected Jacob instead of Esau. By these selections God was preparing to deal with a remnant.
Years later, Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt to escape the
famine in Canaan. There were seventy in all, a small remnant. After 400
years God again called a man, Moses, who as a child had been rescued
from death in the Nile River. He was raised in the King’s palace and
was certain at age 40 that God would use him to deliver his people from
slavery in Egypt. His intentions were good but his timing was wrong.
Forty years later God called him to lead His people out of Egypt.
Moses alone, with only his brother Aaron, by the power of God led the
vast multitude, several million, out of Egypt and brought them finally
to the border of Canaan. Moses became a Righteous Remnant walking
in the ways of the Lord.
His speeches to Israel on the plains of Moab before his death recorded in the book of Deuteronomy, are an outstanding tribute to the leading of the LORD, and to how often Moses stood between the people
and God. Though only one, he was a Righteous Remnant before God.
Other experiences you may wish to read are found in these references: Gideon and his three hundred, Judges 7:1-25; the three Hebrew
young men, Daniel 3:1-30; Daniel alone against one hundred twentytwo, Daniel 6:1-28.

26

7

In all these we can find an underlying principle on which God works.
He favors the Righteous Remnant. But what about today? Does God
deal with a Righteous Remnant now? We know that some Christians
suffer severely even to death. The enemies of the cross inflict the suffering of persecution. But God’s principle is, He does not treat the righteous like the wicked. So while Satan’s persecution causes saints to suffer, God never allows the judgment of His wrath to fall on saints.
The Apostle Paul teaches us how God will employ that principle in
the closing of human history. In the great resurrection chapter, I
Corinthians 15:20-25, Paul instructs us that the resurrection of Christ
proves that those who are Christ’s will rise at His coming. To this we
should add John’s vision of Revelation 20 where Jesus showed him
how the Devil, Satan, will be bound and the resurrected saints will reign
with Christ for 1,000 years. The Righteous Remnant are found today in
the Church, the Bride of Christ.
From our study of God’s dealing with the Righteous Remnant, it
should be our sincere desire to be among the Remnant today who will
find favor with God, and not be subject to His wrath which is reserved
for the wicked. Praise God, He will not treat the righteous like the
wicked. Amen!

8

You Asked?
How will the Lord come for His saints?
There can be no doubt (about the assurance) that Jesus will return to
earth. In His first coming many Scriptures of the Old Testament were
fulfilled in detail. However some of the prophecies are only partially
fulfilled or not at all. Some confusion has resulted from understanding
which predictions were fulfilled, either completely, in part, or not at all.
The amazing thing about God’s Word is that one prediction may
have more than one fulfillment: immeditate, intermediate, and ultimate.
Some predictions were partly fulfilled historically in a brief time, while
an aspect of that prediction may now be in process, not to be completely fulfilled until the end of time.
That Jesus will come again is not a question. He said to His disciples
in John 14: “If I go away, I will come again.” “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you” “I go away, and come again unto you.”
Luke reported in Acts 1 when Jesus ascended into the clouds of
heaven, that two men appeared to his awe filled followers and said,
“This same Jesus... shall so came in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.”
The Holy Spirit directed the Apostle Paul, in writing to the believers
in the early church, to explain in some detail how the Lord will return
for His saints.
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are as1eep. For the
25

The ungodly are not so:
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore, the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous;
But the way of the ungodly shall perish.
Psalm one is truly an introduction to the hymnbook of Israel. Even
though it is not worded as a prayer it fittingly opens the Hebrew prayer
book by focusing on the law and the LORD. It sets forth the truly happy
man by several contrasts. It expresses several eternal principles: you
know a man by the company he keeps; you reap what you sow; present
living determines eternal destiny.
Blessed is the man who walks--that expresses participation; who
stands--that indicates observation; who sits--that connotes meditation.
In clear simple language the writer points out the negatives: don’t participate in ungodly counsel; don’t observe to follow heathen ways;
don’t meditate with a scornful attitude.
Blessed is the man who walks with the righteous. Blessed is the man
who stands with saints. Blessed is the man who sits with those who are
understanding and discerning. This man will find his delight in the
Word of the LORD. So much so that day or night, walking, standing,
sitting, his mind and spirit will rest in the law of God. The writer
becomes so enthusiastic about this positive way of life that he likens
this man to a tree that is always green. He describes his favorable situation--plenty of water, bearing fruit, unfading leaves, in every way
blessed, secure, and enduring.
In contrast, the negative life of the ungodly is simply like chaff-good for nothing but to be blown away from the grain.
For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous--that his end will
be everlasting happiness. The LORD also knows that the ungodly have
no place with the righteous here or in eternity.
Isabelle K.Yoder
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STEWARDSHIP
“Such as I have give I...”
Peter and John were going to the temple at three o’clock in the
afternoon...the appointed hour of prayer. As they came to the east
gate of the temple called Beautiful they saw that 40 year-old cripple. He was born lame. Each day his family or friends carried him
to the gate to ask alms. It was his regular, daily way of trying to
provide for his own needs.
He did not know it, when they carried him to his spot that day,
that this day would be unlike any other he’d ever had. Most likely, he was there for some hours reaching out his hand or cup to all
who passed by hoping for a coin. He was dependent on the generosity of others.
Then along came Peter and John on the way to prayer. As the
man did to each passerby, he asked for alms. Peter and John
looked at him steadfastly and Peter said, “Silver and gold have I
none but such as I have give I thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk,” Acts 3:6. The man was healed immediately, rose up, and walked!
Peter stated a principle which we must understand. It is contained in these words “...such as I have give I...” We sometimes
think because we do not have much money we have nothing we
can give. The Lord never expects us to give what we do not have.
If you don’t have silver and gold, what do you have that you
can give? You have time; time to give in prayer and Bible study.
You have time to go to a friend or family member and tell them of
the love of Jesus. Will you set aside time to pray for the ministries
of Heralds of Hope? There are great doors open to take the Gospel
to the world. We need what you can give -- your prayer.
Be like Peter and give what you have!
J. Otis Yoder
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Sermons From Exodus
The Cry of the Soul
Exodus 33:18-23
Deep in the spirit of every man and woman is the cry to know God.
I’m sure of that. How can I be so sure? Because God created us and
made us to have fellowship with Him. The famous Bishop of Hippo,
Augustine, many years ago said, “I am restless until I find my rest in
Thee.” He was speaking to God.
That’s why there are so many restless people in the world. They have
not found their rest in the Lord. THE CRY OF THE SOUL is there but
they have not found the answer. They do not know where to turn for
peace and rest.
Many have not learned where to find rest. You may be among them.
I trust you will open your heart to this message so that you can find rest.
The answer to the cry of your soul is found in Exodus 33:18-23.
18. And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.
19. And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee,
and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom I will shew mercy.
20. And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall
no man see me, and live.
21. And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and
thou shalt stand upon a rock:
22. And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that
I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my
hand while I pass by:
23. And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my
back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
In Moses’ cry we make several DISCOVERIES which should lead
us to the answer of the cry of the soul. First we discover in Moses’ cry,
10

into five books, each concluding with a doxology. Just as there are five
books of Moses, these are five books of David.
All the writers of the Psalms were men of Israel so the setting and
atmosphere are found in the world of nature and in the holy land. Often
the message is interwoven with history, celebrating some victory or
feast. Some human experience acts as the point from which the soul
mounts up to God. For through them all, the worshipping heart finds his
God, and gets forth his faith in bold, certain strokes.
The poetry of the Psalms is not expressed in rhyme of sound but
rather in parallel ideas.
The balance and beat are found in the thoughts and ideas rather than
in word sounds. A thought may be thought in one line with two, three,
or even four lines following meant to emphasize or strengthen the first
idea. Some psalms use a refrain which appears to divide the song into
stanzas. Some are acrostics in which each line or couplet or stanza
begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
The Psalms of David, no doubt, came into the life of Israel at the
proper moment. Some of them were sung antiphonally, one choir
answering another in the temple court. So they are beautiful expressions
of praise. At the time they become a treasured source of inspiration and
devotion for the individual heart seeking his God.
Book 1, Psalm 1
“Blessed is the man who walketh.”
Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.
Who standeth not in the way of sinners,
Who sitteth not in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD;
And in His law doth he meditate day and night.
He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
That bringeth forth its fruit in its season;
Whose leaf also shall not wither,
Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
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and anger were pushed aside and replaced with restitution and love.
Jacob went and lived in Canaan until the famine where Joseph
becomes the lead character, our study next time. Jacob’s life brings us
many lessons: God gives protection for His children; God desires us to
be committed whole-heartedly to Him; God’s will is that we work at
resolving conflict with our brothers and sisters, and that we are not the
source of conflict; God is honored and we are blessed when family relations are restored.
Jerry A. Roth

A Walk Through the Psalms
No matter what one’s need of heart or cry of soul, in reaching out for
help, we can always find it expressed in the Psalms. Even in that greatest desire to know Jesus we can go to the Psalms. Our resurrected Lord,
instructing those two disciples along the road to Emmaus, opened to
them all the Scriptures beginning at Moses. Then meeting with the
eleven that same evening in Jerusalem, Jesus mentioned that all things
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, in the
Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning Himself.
The Psalms is a collection of sacred poems, written often in response
to human experience. The word psalm comes from the Greek and
means a poem designed to be sung with the accompaniment of instruments. The Hebrew title for the Psalms is Book of Praises. It can be
called Israel’s hymnbook, though only a small number of the Psalms are
actually hymns. The Psalms are included in their entirety in most
Jewish prayer books. Specific ones are recited at various Jewish feast
days. Some are read specifically on the Sabbath. Today a special society of psalm reciters daily present the entire Book of Praise before the
Western Wall in Jerusalem continuously.
David did not write all the 150 Psalms contained in Scripture. The
Qumran scrolls found in the Dead Sea caves about thirty years ago ascribe
to David 3,600 psalms and 450 songs. In the Bible book of Psalms, 73 are
ascribed to David, 12 to Asaph,12 to some Levitical singers, 2 to Solomon,
1 to Moses, and 1 to Ethan. The Psalms of Scripture have been divided
22

his wish:
MOSES’ WISH.
The cry of Moses’ soul expressed itself in this wish: I want to see
God’s glory. “Show me,” he said, “thy glory.” But God said “I will
show you my goodness. I will show you my grace. I will show you my
mercy.” God answered this way: “I will proclaim the name of the Lord
before thee and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and I will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”
Wasn’t God good to Moses? God was saying I hear the cry of your
soul. I will meet your wish. I will show you my goodness, my grace and
my mercy.
I wish somehow I could get this across to you that the cry of your
soul is much like Moses’ cry. I’m sure you feel Moses’ wish, “Oh, to
see God!” We will learn the answer as we cultivate an awareness to see
the goodness and grace and mercy of God all around us. There is a second discovery in Moses’ cry:
GOD’S WISDOM.
The Lord said to Moses, “You cannot see my face.” Here is a truth
we should always remember. God in His wisdom does not grant every
wish that we desire. Our wishes may need to be modified as it was with
Moses because not every wish is a good wish.
From the cry of our hearts we may express it but we must remember
that His wisdom is better. God answers us in wisdom which may not be
according to our wish. So not every wish is granted for not every wish
is good.
God’s wisdom is much better. Because, you see, if God had granted
Moses his wish, Moses could not have lived. The Lord had said, “There
shall no man see me and live.” That is why I tell you God’s wisdom
must be our desire above our personal wish. Not every wish would be
good for us to have.
So we must remember that God’s wisdom is better than our wish. Oh
I want to thank the Lord that He understood Moses’ heart cry, the cry
of his soul. Had God given him his wish, Moses would not have lived.
He could not see the face of God and live. I thank the Lord for His wis11

dom in dealing in this way with Moses. The third discovery in God’s
answer to Moses’ soul cry has to do with the will of God:
GOD’S WILL.
The Lord said, “There is a place here by me.” Oh, that is beautiful!
“Behold, there is a place by me and thou shalt stand upon a rock.” I
hope that you get the real significance of this. God brought Moses right
up beside Him, “close by me.” He said, “There is a hiding place here.
When my glory passes by I will put you in the cleft of the rock and I
will cover you with my hand and then I will pass by.”
How precious this is. How gracious is the Lord that He would find
that place by His side and put Moses safely there while His glory passed
by so that Moses would not need to die, but he could then fellowship
with the Lord.
It answered the cry of his soul and God was so gracious in making
this possible for Moses. Moses was informed by the Lord that after the
glory had passed by God would take away His hand and he would be
able to see God’s back, but His face, God said, shall not be seen. It was
God’s will for Moses.
God’s will must be our real desire, and we can experience that place
by His side. Oh yes, praise the Lord! Isn’t it wonderful that God’s will
can be expressed so clearly! He does have a place by His side for you,
for me. Yes!
The cry of the soul then expresses the wish and accepts God’s wisdom and submits to God’s will. When we cry like Moses cried then we
can know God for real. God is real.
He wants to be real to you, my friend, just as real as He was to Moses
there when he stood beside the Lord and was hidden away in that cleft
of the rock. Wouldn’t you like to know God like that? You can.

When God made Adam, the first man, He expected Adam to obey
His Word. Oh, yes! Because God gave Adam certain laws. He said, “Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the

marriage. Laban explained that the older must marry first. Jacob agreed
to work seven more years for Rachel. At the end of those seven years
Jacob was rewarded with receiving Rachel as his wife. Jacob served
with Laban another six years for his livestock and began to accumulate
wealth.
This period of Jacob’s life could be summarized by one word-problems. His wives did not get along because Leah bore children and
Rachel did not. Zilpah and Bilhah, the handmaids of these wives, also
gave birth to children. Finally Rachel was able to have children and
gave birth to Jacob’s favorites: Joseph and Benjamin. Jacob had a total
of 12 sons.
Jacob asked Laban’s permission to leave and take only the speckled
or spotted goats and the brown sheep. Because Jacob felt that he had
not been treated fairly, he manipulated the breeding of the animals so
that the strongest animals were speckled or striped and the weaker animals with solid colored coats were Laban’s.
Jacob’s dealing with Laban revealed a shrewd mind. The name
Jacob means supplanter. (Genesis 27:36) A supplanter is one who overcomes by force or treachery. And Jacob was certainly getting the best
of Laban by his new breeding techniques for the animals. Exactly how
he did it remains a mystery.
Jacob was called of God to return to Isaac. He started home with all
his household without Laban knowing it. But Laban pursued after him
and caught up with him in seven days. Jacob was afraid Laban would
not let him take his daughters. Laban wanted to tell his daughters and
grandchildren goodbye and find his gods that he thought Jacob had
stolen. (Actually, Rachel took the gods but was never caught.) Their
farewell in Genesis 31:55 indicates that they were able to overcome the
conflicts of their relationship.
Then Esau, Jacob’s brother, comes on the scene. What a moving
account of God at work in the lives of two brothers. We know that
Jacob’s departing 20 years earlier had been to save his own life,
because Esau wanted to kill him.
Now Jacob was willing to make restitution with Esau. He was afraid
that Esau was still angry. He planned to give a large gift to Esau. Esau
declined but later accepted. In Genesis 33:4 with emotion the record
describes how Esau cried and kissed his estranged brother. Bitterness
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his father and receiving the blessing. He came to Luz, weary, forsaken
and lonely. He lay down to rest on a rock pillow and he saw a ladder
going to heaven with angels going up and down. Picture an angel in
your mind and notice a host of them lightly treading up and down the
ladder, with a message from heaven to earth. The Lord appeared to
Jacob in the vision and said, “I am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places where you go.” When Jacob woke up he said to himself, “The
Lord is in this place and I knew it not.”
If you are a Christian the Lord goes with you wherever you go. We
daily should rejoice in His protection and presence that He provides for
us. Isn’t God good to offer us His protection always? Psalm 56:3 says
“What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.”
Jacob’s response is significant. He renamed the place Bethel instead
of Luz. Bethel means “house of God.” It was where Jacob met God.
Jacob made a vow to the Lord immediately. He vowed that if the Lord
would be with him in his life, he would willingly serve the Lord. Aren’t
you glad we serve a personal God? God is not out there in heaven spinning off theoretical ideas, but He is interested in you and me. He wants
to be your God and my God.
Jacob set up a pillar at Bethel as a reminder that he had been in the
presence of God and to remember his own response. His promise to the
Lord in Genesis 28:22 says, “Of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” Jacob realized that God wanted something
from him. God did not want Jacob just to say, “Well, that’s great God,
if you bless me.” But God wanted a commitment from Jacob and Jacob
pledged to God the tenth, or the tithe. One of ten sheep would be God’s,
one of ten camels would be God’s and so on. There is no record that
Jacob ever forgot that promise.
What have you promised God? Or is your Christianity only that you
want to get all you can? God desires us to be like Jacob in being willing to tithe of our resources.
Jacob went from Bethel to find Laban his uncle. There began a very
interesting story. In chapter 29 Jacob journeyed to Paddan-aram where
his Uncle Laban lived. This is far to the northeast and was a long journey. He arrived and met Rachel first, and then went to meet Laban. His
uncle received him warmly. Jacob desired to marry Rachel. Jacob
agreed to work seven years to receive Rachel’s hand in marriage. When
the day of marriage arrived Laban deceitfully gave Leah to Jacob for

knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it.” So you see, they
were given positive directives and negative restrictions right there in
the beginning. From that earliest day to this, God has expected man to
obey Him.
For that very reason God gave us the Bible, His Word. God expects
us to follow the teaching of the Bible. Otherwise He would not have
given it to us. But God has given us His Word and He expects us to follow His Word. I think that is wonderful. It is in fact almost beyond our
comprehension that God would give us the Bible.
God used a man in a very large way to give us His Word and will.
Moses is his name. Moses, who is called the man of God, filled a big
place in God’s purpose. He received the law of God on Mt. Sinai.
God found in Moses THE OBEDIENT HEART. You read about him
in Exodus 34:1-9.
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1. And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of
stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables the
words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest.
2. And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning
unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of
the mount.
3. And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man
be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor
herds feed before that mount.
4. And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and
Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto mount
Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand
the two tables of stone.
5. And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord.
6. And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth,

7. Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the
children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.
8. And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the
earth, and worshipped.

inhabitants of the land to participate in their worship services when they
sacrificed unto idols. They could not compromise in taking their daughters as wives of their sons, lest they be ensnared in heathen idolatry.
God concluded His demands about worship by saying they were to
make no kind of molded gods. This is what the ancient Canaanite tribes
were known for: fashioning gods out of gold, silver, or some other
metal. God was warning Moses especially against this.
Moses, as God’s man, was to order Israel’s worship according to
God’s demanding way. We must make certain we are worshipping the
true God in His way without compromise. That is what Moses as God’s
man was expected to do.
Thus Moses, as God’s man, received these directives: observe God’s
outstanding works, obey God’s commanding word, order God’s
demanding worship. God gave these directives to Moses as His man so
that He would be real in Moses’ life. There can be no rivalry with the
presence of God in anyone’s life.
I wonder how does God come to you? How do you come to God? Is
He real to you?
J. Otis Yoder

9. And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, 0 Lord,
let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine
inheritance.
In these verses we find the RESPONSES which every obedient heart
will make to God when following the pattern of Moses. The first
response is obedience to a simple command:
DO WHAT GOD TELLS YOU.
God gave certain instructions. The Lord first told Moses to cut out
tables of stone. They were to be like the first ones which he had broken
when he came down off the mountain and saw the Children of Israel
worshipping the golden calf. So first of all Moses was to cut out tables
of stone.
Then He said Moses should be ready in the morning. God gave him
a certain time when he was to present himself to the Lord there in the
top of the mountain.
God instructed Moses to go up to the same place he had been before.
He was to come alone. No one else was to come with him. Not even the
flocks and herds should be feeding before the mount.
I want you to see how carefully these instructions were given: tables
of stone, ready in the morning, present yourself before the Lord, come
by yourself, keep everyone else away.
Verse 4 tells us that Moses did exactly what God told him to do. He
hewed out the tables of stone. He rose up early in the morning and went
up into Mount Sinai as the Lord had commanded him. He took the
tables of stone with him.
For the obedient heart, the first thing to do is to do what God tells

Does life ever seem to get boring and dull where you live? There are
times when we simply get bogged down with the day to day experiences and life becomes routine. Each of us would rather have exciting
experiences. Jacob was a man who had many interesting experiences.
We read of Jacob’s birth in Genesis 25 and his death in Genesis 50. His
life spans one half of the written record of Genesis. He is the lead character in chapters 28-37, and there we focus our attention on him.
We can see ourselves in Jacob. He is very human. He made some
mistakes and maybe that’s why it is easy to identify with him.
But his faith always seemed to triumph. His faith life is recorded in
Hebrews 11:21. Although he had a rocky life, his faith remained firm
until the end.
Several details of his life call us to faith. The protection of the Lord
in Genesis 28:15 calls us to faith. Jacob fled from Esau after deceiving
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revelation to all the world and that is an outstanding work.
We may not know all God wills to do, even as Moses did not know
all God was going to do, but we should be ready to behold His marvelous works whatever He does. This was preparation for Moses, God’s
man, to observe His outstanding works. The second directive relates to
words:
TO OBEY GOD’S COMMANDING WORD.
God gave Moses, His man, an especially careful command. It had to
do with other people. He named a number of different ancient people in
verse 11; the Amorite, Canaanite, Hittite, Perizzite, Hivite and Jebusite.
These were six neighboring nations to the people of Israel. God said to
Moses that he was to be very careful regarding these people because
they were not worshipping the true God.
God had a special command regarding their religion. Israel was to
have nothing to do with their religions at all. God was giving Moses a
commanding word regarding their situation and religion. He said Moses
must be careful in every way not to become ensnared in the heathen
religions of these neighboring peoples. He said Israel should entirely
destroy all their altars, images and idols.
Moses as God’s man was to obey His commanding word. We must
also be sure to follow the commandment of the Lord carefully. We
should never presume upon the mercy and grace of God. Like Moses as
God’s man, we should carefully obey His word. The third directive
turns to worship:
TO ORDER GOD’S DEMANDING WORSHIP.
This is an enlargement of the second directive. I want you to notice
in particular verse 14, “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” God will allow no
rival. God wills for all His people no other worship. Moses as God’s
man was to order the worship of God by concentrating on the one and
only God, the LORD who is a jealous God.
To accomplish this, all others would need to be excluded. There
could be no compromise. They could not enter upon a covenant with the

you. Never expect God’s blessing until you are willing to do what He
says. Yes sir, do exactly what He says. The second response is a partner
to the first:
LISTEN TO WHAT GOD PROCLAIMS.
God honored Moses in his obedience. The Lord descended and stood
by Moses there on the mountain. The Lord passed by before him and
made Himself known to Moses. The Lord proclaimed the Lord God.
Six great attributes of God were proclaimed: “merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgressions, and not clearing the guilty.
Now let us ponder these great attributes of God. They are the characteristics of God. His mercy: oh, how merciful He is. His grace: how
gracious is God. His longsuffering: how patient is the Lord. His goodness: how He provides for all people everywhere. His truth: He has
brought it to us in His Holy Word. His justice: He keeps his mercy for
thousands, forgives their iniquity and transgression, but He does not
clear the guilty for He visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
to the third and fourth generation.
These great attributes make God, the Lord Jehovah, the only true
God. Never expect to know God until you listen to what He declares.
He has declared who He is and what He is like. In the face of God’s proclaiming of Himself, there is a third response:
PLEAD FOR GOD’S PARDON.
Moses worshipped with reverence. When he heard God proclaim
Himself he promptly bowed his head and worshipped. He did it with
reverence. Then he pled with God on the basis of His grace. He prayed,
“Come among us and pardon our sin and iniquity because we are a stiffnecked people and take us for thine inheritance.”
Here is real intercession, a real outcry for pardon, that God would
move among His people, pardon them of their sin and receive them,
take them for His inheritance, as indeed He had promised to do. Moses
understood after this great declaration from God that he could come
into the presence of God and find pardon. There was pardon for his sin
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and for the sin of his people. This is beautiful for this is the way God is.
The obedient heart will find in God the pardon he asks for.
Never expect God’s pardon until you plead His grace. Moses confessed their sin. He admitted that they were a stiff-necked people. He
asked God to forgive their sin and iniquity. When you do that, my
friend, you have confessed. You have stood before the Lord as a guilty
person. God says He will not clear the guilty, but He will have mercy
on thousands who come to Him in honest and true confession. You can
do that. The obedient heart will do it.
The obedient heart will always make the responses Moses made. The
obedient heart will do what God says. The obedient heart will listen to
what God proclaims. The obedient heart will plead for His pardon and
will receive it. You can receive it now, if you will call on God.

Moses As God’s Man
Moses was the great leader of the Children of Israel many years ago
during the time when they came from Egypt to Canaan. God chose
Moses for that particular work.
I believe God has a particular work for each man and for each work
God has His man. In this particular place and time, God chose Moses
for this particular work. He had a work for His man, Moses.
Moses had grown up in the court of Pharaoh and was heir to the
throne of Egypt. But God had to humble him out on the back side of the
desert as a shepherd. Then God called him to be the leader of His people. Moses as God’s man was especially qualified and trained by the
Lord for the task which God called him now to perform.
In Exodus 34:10-17 God confirmed His call to Moses that he was
indeed His man for this particular task and work.

11. Observe thou that which I command thee this day:
behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite,
and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite.
12. Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare
in the midst of thee:
13. But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and
cut down their groves:
14. For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:
15. Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the
land, and they go a-whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice
unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice;
16. And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their
daughters go a-whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go
a-whoring after their gods.

10. He said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people
I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth,
nor in any nation: and all the people among which thou art
shall see the work of the Lord: for it is a terrible thing that I will
do with thee.

17. Thou shalt make thee no molten gods.
Here then in this text God gave final DIRECTIVES to His man for
His work. The first directive focuses on works:
TO OBSERVE GOD’S OUTSTANDING WORKS.
The Lord said, “I’m going to do marvels.” That means He was going
to do outstanding works. He said, “Marvels, such as had not been done
in all the earth or in any nation.” Moses was going to have the opportunity to observe God at work in a particular, special, marvelous way
before all the people of Israel. The Lord said He had not done this in
any other nation or among any other people.
Why would God do such outstanding works among a particular people called Israel? There is a reason for that, my friend, a special reason.
God was going to bring forth His Word and will to all the people of the
earth through the people of Israel and by the hand of His man, Moses.
God chose this particular man and this particular people to bring His
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PREFACE

and practical relevance. I recommend that you read them in a
spirit of worship as you meditate on these divine truths that
are so clearly explained. If you
do, then you will find yourself
growing “in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.”
Warren W. Wiersbe

To know Jesus Christ is to love
Him, and to love Him is to serve
Him. The more we serve Him, the
more we become like Him; and
the more we become like Him,
the more we glorify Him.
And it all starts with getting to
know the Savior better! No wonder Paul exclaimed, “That I my
know Him!”
In this series of Biblical meditations, my friend, Dr. J. Otis
Yoder, helps you know Jesus better. Dr. Yoder could have no
greater theme than Jesus Christ,
and no greater purpose than to
glorify Him and make Him precious to others.
These messages have theological substance, devotional warmth,
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Reader Survey
Dear Reader,
Please complete the following survey and return it to our
offices. This will help us better serve you through this publication, “Hope Herald.”
Answer the questions as honestly and completely as you
can. Your feedback is important to us!
1. How many years have you been receiving Hope Herald?

4. Do you have any suggestions how we can improve the
Hope Herald? (Remember, we are limited to the current size by
postage costs.)

5. Are you a born-again Christian? If so, please share a
brief testimony of how you came to accept Christ as your
personal Savior.

2. What features (sermons, articles, etc.) do you most appreciate in the Hope Herald?

3. Has the Hope Herald been helpful in your understanding
of the Bible and Christian living? If so, please tell us how.
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