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John Bowring wrote the words of the hymn, 
God is Love, His Mercy Brightens. The second verse                
begins like this, “Chance and change are busy ever, 
worlds decay and ages move…” As the children of a             
sovereign God, we don’t believe in chance, but these 
words do carry some truth. 

CHANCE AND CHANGE
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Change is constant and unavoidable. We can          
anticipate change and plan for it, or it will happen by 
default. Change happening by default usually leads to 
negative outcomes! As Bowring wrote, “worlds decay 
and ages move.” So do human bodies! So, it is wise 
to make plans for the future because none of us is      
physically immortal or indispensable. 

Part of the continuing change at Heralds of Hope 
is occurring at the administrative level. On April 
14th in their regular meeting, the Board of Directors              
appointed Brother Tony High as the new Director of 
the ministry. This appointment was anticipated since 
he joined the ministry in July 2020. He will direct all 
the operations of the ministry.

J. Mark and Joyce Horst | Tony and Bev High

Prior to his appointment, Bro. J. Mark served 
as both the President and the Bible teacher. This 
action by the Board formally separates those                                                   
responsibilities and retires the title of President. Bro. 
J. Mark will continue to serve as the Bible teacher. As 
Bro. J. Mark noted in The President’s View column 
in the previous newsletter, we are actively seeking    
someone to train with him to be the next Bible teach-
er for HOH. 

Thanks so much for your continuing support in 
your prayers and words of affirmation during this 
time of change! 

AN OPEN DOOR

MATCHING FUND UPDATE
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!We’re excited to 
inform you that 
our Summer 
Matching Fund 
is currently 
at $23,390 of 
$100k. Each 
dollar you 
give is being 
matched twice 
to reach the 
goal of 300k. 
Thank you!



Please pray for 
Bible recipients in 
Malawi to grow in 
faith! Thank you for 
giving Bibles. 

“We can share 
the Word of God 
with others from 
the Bibles you gave 
us. We know that 

you did not buy these Bibles with your own money, 
but other committed Christians donated them. It is 
so wonderful that you have distributed these Bibles 
freely. This is a great miracle to us. We are praying for 
those people who have donated the Bibles.”

“Dear Heralds of Hope and the team. We love you 
and bless you in Jesus’ precious name. You are a great 
blessing to service of the Lord here in Malawi. You 
have made my church to grow so tremendously.”

“We who have received the Bibles are so happy to 
read them and learn 
what God says to 
us. We thank those 
who have donated 
the Bibles through 
you, so that you 
have been able to 
distribute them to 
us freely. Unfortu-
nately, there is still 
a great demand 
to some Chris-
tians who have not received Bibles. We pray that the        
donors who have started the good work to us would 
be blessed by God so that they could remember the 
many more people who have no Bibles.”

“I thank you so very much for providing us 
with the Bibles. We villagers have difficult time of                      
getting money to buy a Bible. We thank the donors 
who have made it possible for you to give us these 
Bibles. I thank God who gave you such kind hearts to 
help seekers of God’s message.”

BIBLES BRING HOPE

In our last issue, we forgot to inform 
you that you can REQUEST OUR 

COMPLETE FINANCIAL REPORT!

2021 READ-A-THON

Are you receiving 
our newsletter, but 
it is addressed to a                 
deceased member of 
your family? Please let 
us know. We don’t want 
to send unwanted mail.              
Thank you so much!



THE
PRESIDENT’S VIEW

LEARN FROM 
HISTORY?

history are doomed to repeat it.” 

In a recent rereading of Ecclesiastes 1:9-11, I was sobered by the 
seeming finality of the writer. Solomon wrote, “That which has been 
is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there 
is nothing new under the sun. Is there anything of which it may be 
said, “See, this is new?” It has already been in ancient times before 
us. There is no remembrance of former things, Nor will there be any 
remembrance of things that are to come By those who will come 
after.” 

Is it really that hopeless? Yes, it is if we are left to ourselves. No, if 
we humbly submit ourselves to the authority of Jesus and His Word. 

We live in a time where there is an organized attempt to erase 
history, both secular and biblical. We are being asked to disbelieve 
things in the history of our world that are well documented by a 
variety of sources. We are being asked to ignore the failures of 
Marxism and Socialism, not because they are godless, repressive 
systems, but because those who tried them before ‘just didn’t get it 
right.’ In other words, in our modern, well-educated, technologically 
advanced society WE KNOW BETTER. 

Unfortunately, this idea isn’t confined to the socio-political realm. 
The Church is falling into this same trap. Clear teachings of Scripture 
that have been embraced for centuries of Christian history are now 
being called into question. When warnings are raised about the end 
result, we are accused of being alarmist or subscribing to “the slippery 
slope fallacy.” I fear that only grief and heartache await those who 
think their “superior” knowledge will enable them to circumvent the 
consequences of their choices. 

Now, more than ever, we need a renewed embrace of the person 
of Jesus and the authority of His Word. Anything less will prove that 

Someone has said, “the only thing we learn from history is that 
we don’t learn.” Another said, “those who don’t learn from 

There is a story of a church 
who distributed Christmas gifts 
in a public housing community. 
They felt good about the “good” 
they were doing and expanded 
the ministry. Over time, they                       
began noticing several things. 
First, there were few men around 
when they delivered the gifts.                
Second, nothing changed, the re-
cipients remained in their “poor” 
situation. Third, they began to 
have “compassion fatigue.” 

The church assumed the      
problem was a lack of possessions. 
In alleviating this perceived need, 
they embarrassed the fathers by 
providing gifts that were unafford-
able. This reinforced the view (of 
the givers and the receivers) that 
they were poor providers. 

Not all poverty is equal. There 
are emergency needs and non-
emergency needs. Most poverty 
did not happen overnight and will 
not be alleviated in a day; hence 
we can consider how to solve the 
problem. Begin by building re-
lationships and researching the 
perceived lack. Ask God what HE 
wants you to do!

As HOH works with indigenous 
ministries, we frequently   receive 
requests for help. We assess the 
situation and then refer the re-
questor to those who can “best” 
help. This is not an easy task. 

I recommend “When Helping 
Hurts” by Steve Corbett and Brian 
Fikkert and “The Other Side of the 
Wall” by Gary Miller.

Stewardship
WHEN HELPING 

HURTS

In the hope of the Gospel, 

J. Mark Horst, President
HERALDS OF HOPE, INC.  

“WE NEED A RENEWED 
EMBRACE OF THE 

PERSON OF JESUS
Tony High, Director

the only thing we learn from 
history is that we don’t learn. 



Your program is the program we were longing for. 
When we heard HOH in     

Amharic, we were pray-
ing for our parents who             

cannot understand the 
language. God heard 
our prayer and now 
we are delighted 
when we hear the 
program with the all 

the family members.”

RADIO LISTENERS RESPOND!

ETHIOPIA: OROMO LANGUAGE
The following testimonies are provided by TWR 

(Trans World Radio). Please pray for these listeners!

“Peace and love to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“When the Bible was translated into Afan Oromo, 
so many Muslims bought the Bible and many re-
ceived the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
Even with this program, many Muslims are listen-
ing to it, and one Muslim friend is on the way to life 
in Christ. We hope they come to Christ, and we pray 
for the program.”

“To the presenter of HOH radio program: I am a 
high school student leading a Bible study group. At 
the same time, my group and I are trying to witness 
the new life in Christ to others. Your Bible study has 
helped us to gain biblical knowledge to build up 

our spiritual life. If you 
send some the scripts 
in a written form it will 
help us to do our min-
istry effectively. God 
bless you.”

“To the producer of 
the HOH program: God 
has built up a strong 

“I am a high 
school student 
leading a Bible 

study group.
faith and hope in me when I was in great temptation. 
When I lost my father who was helping me at school, 
I despaired and became a hopeless person. But God 
through your HOH Bible study has comforted me 
and taught me that God is the source of my helper. 
Please pray for me.”

“My family and I listen to the radio program regu-
larly. It has become an anchor in closely attaching 
our lives to God. It is a blessing from God.”

“I am a teacher in a remote area of Bale where 
there is no congregation but there are mosques. 
Your radio program is a comforter and a                                             
congregation for me. Praise the Lord. Please let’s 
keep in prayer with each other.”
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Our Oromo-language programs are not fully 
funded. To help send the Gospel to Ethiopia, 
please designate your gift for “Oromo Radio.”


